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A:

Variable	 Scale	 Discrete or

	 of Measurement?	 Continuous?

Letter grades (e.g., A, A–, B+)	 ordinal	 discrete

The number of miles between two locations	 ratio	 continuous

A person’s wireless provider	 nominal	 discrete

Time to run a 5-kilometer (5K) race	 ratio	 continuous

Place finished in a 5K race	 ordinal	 discrete

Number of whole cookies in the cookie jar	 ratio	 continuous

Amount of money in a person’s savings account	 ratio	 continuous

Total score on the SAT	 interval	 discrete

Postal zip code	 nominal	 discrete

High school class standings	 ordinal	 discrete

Ranking of restaurant preferences	 ordinal 	 discrete

THE BASICS OF SPSS

In any sort of statistics class, numerical information is going to be important and, really, the centerpiece of the 
class. We will encounter many different statistics and statistical tools throughout this class. As I said in the 
previous chapter, above all else, I want you to understand the information that statistics provides you. Toward 
that end, as we move along, there will be some opportunities to do some calculations, as doing calculations 
will help you understand what information various statistics are giving you. In addition, it is important to note 
that most researchers do not calculate statistics themselves; rather, they have software that helps them do this 
task. One particularly popular software program for statistical analyses is the Statistical Package for the Social 
Sciences (SPSS). It can do a lot of great statistical work for us. That’s a good thing; however, we must understand 
what exactly it is that SPSS is doing for us. The software can “spit out” a lot of statistical information that we 
need to be able to interpret correctly, or else we will misuse the statistical tools we are learning about in this 
class. Each chapter, with the exception of the last one, will contain at least one opportunity to use this 
software.

Let us start to familiarize ourselves with SPSS right now. It would be helpful if, as you read this section, you 
have access to a computer with SPSS loaded on it. That way, you can work along in SPSS as you read this infor-
mation. If you cannot access SPSS right now, that’s fine. There will be screenshots, as there will be in all subse-
quent SPSS sections of this book, to help you see what’s going on as you use this software.

First, let’s open SPSS. To do so, click on the name of the program from the Start menu as we do for any 
Microsoft Windows–based program (Microsoft Corporation, Redmond, WA). Here is the dialogue box you will see:

Simply click “Cancel” because we want to create a new spreadsheet.
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